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MANAGER’S CORNER
The Association removes palm tree seeds twice a
year. Any resident who wants this work done at
another time must fill out an ARC request form and
will have to pay for the work themselves. Also,
remember that if a plant dies on your property, you
are responsible for replacing it.
PAID EVENTS AT THE CLUBHOUSE
We have a new policy in place for these events. In
order to be admitted, everyone must either present a
CDC vaccine card or proof of a negative COVID test
taken no sooner than 48 hours prior to the event. All
attendees must also present photo identification, preferably a driver’s license,
to attend the show.
Some important dates to remember:
(1) Candidates Night: Nov 10, 6 p.m. via ZOOM. The link will be
sent out prior to the event.
(2) Annual Meeting: Dec 9, 6 p.m. via ZOOM. The Get Quorum link
will be sent out to all residents who signed up for electronic
voting.
Regards,
Jay Peskoff, Property Manager
Email: jpeskoff@castlegroup.com
Phone: 561-734-8738

FINANCIAL
MANAGER
Venita Ackerman

Editorial Policy
We welcome articles by
residents, whether or not
you choose to join the
newsletter staff (which we’d
love you to do). We reserve
the right to reject material
that may be inappropriate
for any reason whatsoever.
For example, we do not
print letters to the editor or
opinion pieces. The staff
also reserves the right to
edit for content, length,
clarity and accuracy.

REMINDER
Copies of this newsletter are available for pick up on the table in the back
lobby of the clubhouse as well as at the pool. Be sure to pick copies up for
your homebound neighbors! SNOWBIRDS can also find the current issue
at MajesticIsles.com under the heading “Newsletter,” and past issues are
available for your enjoyment through the resident portal on the website.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Bob Edinger
Hopefully, we are nearing the end of the worst part
of COVID 19. Our youth needs to be protected as
well, and we are heading in the right direction.
When you read this, your Board is considering
opening the clubhouse even further by allowing an
individual to enter the clubhouse wearing a mask
and allowing its removal if the person is fully
vaccinated. At this point, we must have trust in
each other, and this starts us down that path. As far
as coming to events where the population density is
greater, the rules will be slightly different. As of
this writing, we will require the presentation of the
individual’s proof of vaccination, or a negative
COVID test completed within the previous 48
hours.
For those of you who are not aware, cleaning of the
roofs of our homes as well as painting the homes
will start in 2022. The roofs can no longer be
treated with bleach, the most economical method,
but must be treated with a non-bleaching agent. The
first quote we’ve received is approximately
$200,000 and the cleaning would be repeated every
three years. The quote to paint all the homes is
close to $800,000; each paint job is expected to last
8-10 years.
The money for all of this comes from our reserve
account, hence the beefing up of the yearly charge
in the budget from $120,000 to $150,000. We will
be painting the homes street by street, and
announcements of scheduling will be forthcoming
in 2022.
The reserves are also intended for other things. such
as replacement of capital assets and for use when a
hurricane inflicts damage on the Association
property. We are still maintaining a standby line of
credit of $250,000 to back up our reserves and see
no danger at this point. Nonetheless, we will be
obtaining a “Reserve Study” in 2022 from outside
professionals to bolster our opinions.
The management philosophy we use is to fix
anything that is broken immediately at the right
price. All money spent is approved by Board action
and it voted upon at our monthly meetings.
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people into group events. Steve Berry has been
charged with this task, along with his committee,
and the Board supports their efforts. I am asking
each of you to please send suggestions to the
Entertainment Committee so that they can represent
all of us when selections are made by them.
Electronic voting has been added to community life
to bring us quick and accurate results in the annual
election for Board members. Please take advantage
of it. Paper ballots will still be accepted if a resident
prefers to vote that way. The most important thing
is that we achieve the quorum required for the vote.
Lastly, there appear to be some misconceptions
concerning Zoom board meetings and asking
questions. Whether you attend in person, if that is
how the meeting is done, or by Zoom, questions are
still accepted. That applies to Board workshop
meetings as well.
HAPPY VOTING!!!!

ATTENTION RESIDENTS!!
PLEASE JOIN US!!
We publish the “MI News” to keep
you entertained and informed. All of us who
put it together are volunteers and we enjoy
each other’s company and the challenge of
writing and finding interesting articles for
you to read.



Do you have an interesting story to
tell? A special trip you took? A short
chapter from your memoirs you’d like to
publish? Something interesting you found
on the internet? (No politics please).

If you’d like to contribute an article,
please call me at 917-412-8827, or email me
at Alene.kristal@gmail.com.



Anything you write must be submitted
by email to me no later than the 12th of the
month preceding publication.


We’d welcome you with open arms.
Alene Kristal, Editor

There is an attempt by the current Entertainment
Committee to investigate different offerings to draw
Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News
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MI ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE
By Steve Berry
We were away for more than a year, but now we’re
back! We have a few events coming up shortly and
have begun planning for 2022. Our goal is to
provide events and entertainment that appeal to all
demographics. Our committee meets once a month,
and everyone is invited to observe. Comments can
be made by anyone at the conclusion of the
meeting. The meeting schedule is posted on Ch 63
and the website. Here’s what’s slated for the
balance of 2021:
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2021 MAJESTIC ISLES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
NAME

POSITION

Bob Edinger
edingerhoa@gmail.com

President

Mark Jaffie
snailsny@aol.com

1st V.P.

Suzanne Skinner
Garsuz89@hotmail.com

Treasurer

Jerry Ehrlich
bronxguy1695@gmail.com

2nd V.P.

Alan Stevens
adstevens.ta@aol.com

Secretary

Ellen Nelson
ellenelson@aol.com

Member-at-large

Sunday Music By The Pool (no charge)
November 14 - 1 to 4 p.m.: Dan Murphy
November 28 - 7 to 9:30 p.m.: Evening show with
Dan Murphy.

Joel Cohen
jocoh11@aol.com

Member-at-large

New Year’s Eve 2021: We’re almost sold out with
just a few seats available as of press time. We will
have a professionally catered hot buffet and great
entertainment. Safety for all will be paramount,
with food handled by servers. We’ll dine, dance and
watch the ball drop at midnight on the big screen.
Fun is guaranteed.

January 16, 2022 - 1 to 4 p.m.: Bernie Daigle
We had a fabulous event on October 17th, the MI
Cabaret, which featured “Brooklyn’s Own: Neil
Diamond & Barbra Streisand.” Thanks to everyone
for adhering to the COVID guidelines. I’m sure we
all felt safer. It was a sellout, and a great time was
had by all. It felt as if we were at the live concert,
and Neil and Barbra didn’t disappoint. We heard
their best and the crowd was into it. Thanks to all
those who helped to make it a great MI event. More
to come!
The committee has a lot more in the planning stage
and looks forward to presenting a variety of events
for all to enjoy.
COVID Safety Note for future indoor
community events and shows: To be admitted,
everyone must present photo ID, and either proof of
COVID vaccination or proof of having tested
negative within 48 hours of the event. No
exceptions. This is for everyone’s protection.

COMMITTEES
NAME
ARC
Calendar
Clubhouse
COBWRA
Comcast

Compliance
Entertainment
Finance
Grounds
Insurance
New Neighbors

CHAIR
Ken Keller
Ellen Nelson
Mark Jaffie
Barbara Goodman
Bob Edinger,
Mark Jaffie,
Alan Stevens
Harvey Galan
Steve Berry
Barbara Wasserman
Bob Freiberger
Sally Galan
Ken Keller
Maddy Rosen

(If you wish to serve on a committee, call the
committee chair. – Ed.)

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News

November 2021

Majestic Isles News

TAX MATTERS
By Anne Gannon, Constitutional
Tax Collector
For us in the tax collector’s
office, tax season is officially
upon us. Our office has been
planning and preparing for this
and our goal is to provide you
with the exceptional service you have come to
expect from us. But the reality is, our phones will
be busy, our appointment times will fill early and
the volumes of mail coming into our office will be
substantial. Nonetheless, we stand ready to process
your tax payments quickly and efficiently. Having
been through many, many tax seasons, I can offer
some best practices to help you during this busy
time.


Pay online! This is the easiest and quickest
way to make your tax payment from the
comfort of your home, office or even the beach!
Just visit www.pbctax.com/pay-online to make
your payment.



Use your bank’s bill pay service to have
your payment made directly from your bank
account to us. Please be sure to include your
PCN or ACCOUNT NUMBER found at the top
of your bill.



You can visit any of our six service centers
during business hours (M-F, 8:15 a.m.– 5:00
p.m.) and drop your payment in our convenient
drop box located inside each location - no
appointment needed.



You can also do a wire transfer to pay your
taxes. Just visit www.pbctax.com/wires for
details.
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EARLY PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS =
SAVINGS
As your property tax bills will arrive after
November 1, we encourage taxpayers to take
advantage of early payment discounts. Remember,
if you pay your taxes by November 30, you will
save 4%! Discounts are determined by the date they
are postmarked or processed online. Don’t forget
property taxes become delinquent if not paid by
March 31.
What if I didn’t receive my property tax bill?
How can I get a copy?
If you haven’t received your bill by November 15,
you can view or print your property tax bill at
www.pbctax.com. Always keep your mailing
address up to date with the Property Appraiser’s
Office. This will ensure proper delivery of your tax
bill by mail. Under Florida law, a tax bill cannot be
forwarded without a forwarding address.
It is important to remember that failure to receive a
property tax bill does not relieve you from paying
by the due date.

As you can see, we offer many time-saving
alternatives to paying your taxes by mail or by
appointment and I encourage you to use one of
these options. Remember, the earlier you pay your
property tax, the greater the money-saving discount
you can take advantage of. Saving time and money
is something we can all use.

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News
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BASEBALL FUN FACTS
(1891-1945)
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game playoff. The Cubs won 4-2 and the pennant.
That was the monkey on Merkle’s back forever.
By Steve Berry

I received this gem of a
book from Alene Kristal.
It’s called “The Great
Baseball Players” and
goes as far back as the
1800’s. As I read
through it, I discovered
some interesting facts
and anecdotes that I
wasn’t aware of. Some were about players I never
knew existed. See if you recall any of these.
John “The Little Napoleon” McGraw (18911906): Playing third base for the Baltimore Orioles,
he held the belts of base runners trying to get past
him.
Nick Altrock (1898-1933): During one game he
pitched in the Pacific League, he deliberately
walked the first seven batters he faced and then
picked each one off first base. His reason? “It was
the only way I could get those S.O.Bs out.”
Herman Schaeffer (1901-18): During one game
playing for the Washington Senators, he was on
first base and a teammate was on third. He then
stole second in an attempt to draw a throw by the
catcher and give the guy on third a chance to score.
The catcher didn’t bite. On the next pitch he
successfully ran from second back to first (yes,
stealing first base). On the next pitch he attempted
to steal second again. This time, the catcher threw
to second and the guy on third base scored.
“Stealing first” was later outlawed.
Fred Merkle (1907-26): Famous for “Merkle’s
Boner.” In 1908, his NY Giants were in a threeteam race for the pennant. Playing the Cubs, he
singled in the bottom of the ninth inning of a tied
game. With two outs, he was on first while Moose
McCormick was on third. Al Bridwell then lined a
single to center. McCormick took off for home with
the winning run. Merkle saw him score but then, as
the crowd stormed the field, he fled to the dugout
without touching second. Realizing this, the fielders
retrieved the ball and threw to second resulting in
Merkle being called out. This resulted in a one

John “Stuffy” McInnis (1909-27): Check out his
stats as a first baseman during the pre-Golden Glove
era: one error in 152 games for the Red Sox; most
consecutive games without an error, 103.
Herb Pennock (1912-34): He was a pitcher in the
1920’s. Over a 10-year span (9 with the Yankees),
he started 323 games and completed 263 games.
Unheard of today.
Bob Shawkey (1913-27): Pitched the first ever
game at Yankee Stadium. He beat the Red Sox 3-1.
Boston’s only run was a homer by Babe Ruth.
Wally Pipp (1913-28): Playing for the Yankees, he
took himself out of a game due to a bad headache as
a result of getting beaned the day before. He was
replaced by recent Columbia graduate Lou Gehrig
who played in the next 2,130 games. Pipp said it
was “the two most expensive aspirins in history.”
After retirement, he attended a game on May 2,
1939, which was the first game in which Gehrig
didn’t play, ending Gehrig’s streak.
Rogers Hornsby (1915-37): Unbelievable stats:
His .424 is the second highest single season batting
average (Nat Lajoi, .426 in 1901); his .358 is the
second highest lifetime average (Ty Cobb hit .366);
led the NL in batting seven times, six in succession;
three times batted over .400. Could he ever be
matched?
Lefty O’Doul (1919-34): In 1923, relief pitching
for Boston, he gave up 16 hits and 13 runs in one
inning. Then he became an outfielder and ended his
career with a lifetime batting average of .349.
Floyd “Babe” Herman (1926-45): Playing for
Brooklyn, he was named “The Headless Horseman
of Ebbets Field.” Twice, while base running, he was
passed by a player hitting a homer, causing the
score to be nullified. However, in 1930 he
batted .393, second highest of any Dodger to this
day.
The next installment of these stories will appear in
the next edition of the “MI News.” Enjoy!
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“EVERY DAY IS A GIFT” BY TAMMY
DUCKWORTH
By Stan Kaish
Tammy Duckworth is a United
States Senator from the state of
Illinois. Prior to that she was a
13-month convalescent in Walter
Reed Hospital recovering from
war injuries that took both her
legs and badly damaged her right
arm. Before that, she was a
helicopter pilot flying support missions in Iraq
when a rocket propelled grenade landed in her
cockpit and exploded. Most interestingly, before
any of that, she was the impoverished bi-racial
child of an American father and a Chinese mother
living in Thailand, Cambodia, Indonesia, Singapore
and Hawaii. She calls the book “a memoir of her
unlikely journey.”
I don’t believe I was aware of Tammy’s existence
before it was announced that Joe Biden was
considering her as his running mate. Then along
came her book and page after page depicting a
remarkable story of courage, persistence and luck,
both very bad and very good.
Tammy’s father was an American Army officer
who remained in Indochina after discharge. He and
his wife, Lamai, had two children, Tammy and her
younger brother Tom. For much of her early years,
the family’s financial situation verged on poverty.
When they eventually moved to Hawaii, only
Tammy, her brother and father went. Their mother
was temporarily left behind due to lack of money
for another plane ticket.
Tammy worked after school at odd jobs while
completing high school. She then attended and
graduated from the University of Hawaii, majoring
in Political Science, and got a master’s degree from
George Washington University. There she enrolled
in ROTC for purely financial reasons; doing so
earned her a small stipend.
ROTC involved spending eight weeks in basic
training, and this was a life changing experience.
She fell in love with the discipline and rigor of
military life and, incidentally, met her husband to
be Bryan. Then it was on to a PhD program at
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Northern Illinois University, significant because she
became an Illinois resident. Soon, the army
activated her, and she competed for, and gained
flight school admission. She then served as a
helicopter pilot in Iraq for eight months, until the
fateful day, November 12, 2004.
A rocket propelled grenade landed in the cockpit of
her copter and exploded. At first, they thought she
was dead. When a member of the crew saw she
was bleeding it signaled that her heart was still
beating. Both legs were gone, and her right arm
mutilated. Months of pain, surgery and treatment
followed at Walter Reed Hospital. Wounded
veterans in Washington receive many visitors, some
compassionate, and some for public relations. Hers
included Senator Dick Durbin, of Illinois. He
wanted someone from Illinois to attend The State of
the Union Speech. She did so, in a wheelchair,
with bags of drugs still dripping into her body.
At the dinner accompanying the speech, reporters
asked Tammy questions. One was, “How do you
feel about those folks out there protesting the war
after you lost your legs fighting it?” Tammy
answered,
“Well, I thought that was what I was fighting for-to
protect their right to protest.”
Durbin later said, “’That was the first time I thought
she could run for public office.”
They became close and he invited her to call his
office with any problems she encountered at Walter
Reed. She called, and she called, and she called
some more. There were many problems facing all
veterans, particularly women. Rather than be
annoyed, Durbin was impressed. Barack Obama,
Illinois’ other senator, asked her to testify before
The Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.
People began to know who Tammy Duckworth
was.
At length, after 13 months, she was
discharged from Walter Reed.
She was shocked when Senator Durbin proposed
that she run for Congress. After long consideration,
she agreed to run, did so, and lost. But now she
gained a new career in the public sector. Governor
Blagojevich made her Director of The Illinois
Department of Veterans’ Affairs, where she served
(Continued on Page 11)
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Tammy Duckworth (Continued from Page 9)
for a time. Then President-elect Obama offered her
Assistant Secretary of Intergovernmental Affairs in
the U.S. Dept of Veterans.
In 2012, the now more prominent Tammy
Duckworth once again ran for the House of
Representatives and won by a ten-point margin; in
2014 she ran for a second term and was re-elected.
Then in 2016, Republican Senator Mark Kirk was
up for re-election and Tammy was asked to run
against him. To do so, she had to prevail, first in a
primary election, and then the general statewide
vote. And that is exactly what this bi-racial,
sometimes impoverished, wheelchair bound, retired
Lieutenant-Colonel, did.
Wait. There is one more aspect of her extraordinary
life that warrants mention. Tammy had avoided
motherhood while in the service lest it interfere with
accepting an assignment when offered. Then there
was her year in the hospital. At the time she was
near fifty, she and Bryan decided they would like to
have a family. Was it too late? She was told that it
was, but again her persistence prevailed. Senator
Duckworth was the proud mother of a daughter at
the time of her swearing-in to the Senate, and gave
birth to a second two years later. Now a new
struggle faced her. She had to fight Senator Orrin
Hatch and senate tradition for the right to bring her
baby on the senate floor, so she could nurse and
vote on the same day.
That’s a battle you will want to read about in “Every
Day Is a Gift.”

New Word For 2021

Airgasm
The intense pleasure of
leaving a public place
and taking off your mask!
From The Internet

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News
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A DOG’S NEW LIFE IN
MAJESTIC ISLES
By Mia Berry
Well, this will be the final
installment of chronicling my
journey of training the Berry’s. I
can comfortably say that they are
now tamed, housebroken and
understand how things are run.
Here are the final two lessons
that they learned.
Being Alone: My parents like to go out and, at
times, leave me alone. Since nobody knows what
their dogs do when they’re away, I’m not telling.
They should just be happy that the place is in one
piece when they return. They always leave me
behind with music playing that they choose. How
do they know what genre I enjoy most? If I want
my type of music, I discovered there’s another
person to train. She’s invisible and her name is
Alexa. All I have to do is say Alexa and tell her
what music I want to hear. I’m still working on that.
When they return home I jump all over them with a
wagging tail and loving sounds. I hear them say,
“No matter how difficult our day was, it’s so
gratifying to return and have a friend like Mia
smother us with unconditional love.” Sounds a little
sappy, but it is true.
Activities: I don’t require too much in this area. I
don’t play golf, pickleball, tennis, swim or go to a
gym. At fifteen pounds I can’t afford to lose much
weight. For an outside activity they take me to the
dog park, an outdoor space where dogs run freely. I
go to the section with the smaller dogs. When I
look at the other side of the fence I am so relieved
that I don’t have to go into survival mode with
those larger beasts. So, we just walk around. While
Mom and Dad chat with other dog lovers, I get to
hang out with my peers and participate in the
number one activity – butt sniffing. Mom and Dad
keep asking what that’s all about, but I’m not
saying. We dogs have a pact. We don’t have to
explain everything we do.
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yell, whatever. I do understand some of the shows.
But then Dad puts on a show where guys are
running around trying to put a ball in a hoop with
string on it; or hitting a ball with a piece of wood
and then run around like I do at the dog park; or
guys beating the heck out of each other trying to get
hold of an oval shaped ball. The best one is when
he watches a bunch of guys sliding around on ice
with sticks chasing a piece of rubber and
occasionally stopping everything and beating the
hell out of each other. There’s only one show I
refuse to watch with them and that’s something
they call the news. It usually happens late in the
afternoon. It’s a show where nobody smiles and
guys in suits yell at each other. Also, it gets very
scary when someone talks about something they
call weather. I once heard someone say it’s going to
rain cats and dogs. I don’t want anything to do with
cats.
My absolute favorite indoor activity is one Dad and
I do together. It’s called scratching. He does all the
work. He rubs my chin, and I push his hand away
with my foot. Don’t want that. Then he’ll massage
my back. That’s okay, but still not what I want. I
finally get him to understand what I really want
when I roll over on my back and he scratches my
belly. Ah! The holy grail of relaxation.
Even though training my parents
exhausting, the result is fabulous. We
each other. We respect each other.
importantly, we love each other, and
trade them for any other humans.

Indoors is another story. I let Mom and Dad view
their goofy shows on television. I’m okay with just
relaxing with them and watching them laugh, cry,
Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News
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VIEW FROM ATOP A CAT TREE

By Joan Sorkin

By Winnie and Misha K

"Hacks,"
an
award-winning
series on HBO Max, just finished
its first season. Jean Smart, in her
best performance on television so
far, plays an aging comedian, and
features her relationship with a
young, entitled writer. I cannot
wait to see what next season will bring!

We have to
report that our
cat
roomie,
Lily,
has
decided she’s
superior to us
and is lording it over us by sitting atop the cat tree.
Unacceptable! We jump up and glare at her, daring
her to get down, and she just stares right back at us
with no sign of fear. We grudgingly admire her
courage at asserting herself. And, upon reflection,
we have to recognize that we’re all family, so we’ll
just have to learn to share. As brothers we don’t
mind sharing with each other, but this is a different
story! Hmph!

In case you are one of the few who have never
watched “Call the Midwife” on PBS for the last
nine seasons, you are in for a treat. Based on the
diaries of a nurse in London right after WWII, it
follows a group of midwives and nuns serving the
poorest sections of London. Besides delivering
babies, they deal with other issues including
spousal abuse, unplanned pregnancies, poverty,
thalidomide tragedy and more. I think it is one of
the finest shows on television today. Season 10 is
only on once a week on Sunday evenings, but if
you start with season I, you will have plenty of
shows to stream before you catch up.
“Laetitia” on HBO follows the true events of the
disappearance of a young girl in Western
France. Living with her twin sister and their foster
parents, you see the impact her disappearance has
on her village as well as her sister, police and social
workers.
“Scenes from a Marriage,” an American adaptation
of Ingmar Bergman's award-winning Swedish
series, stars Jessica Chastain and Oscar Isaac. On
HBO, this limited series examines love, hate,
marriage and divorce through the lens of a modern
couple. It is wonderfully acted, and both actors are
sure to be up for many awards.
“Guilty” on PBS Masterpiece Theater is an
interesting short series following two brothers
involved in a car accident. It has many twists and
turns and will keep you interested until the end.
“Our Souls at Night,” on Netflix, starring Jane
Fonda and Robert Redford, is a vintage movie you
may have missed. It follows a romance between an
older couple and was recommended to me by
Barbara and Dave Lader.
Let me hear about your favorites; these were some
of mine.

Back to educating you about famous cats:
CC – In December 2001 scientists at Texas A&M
reported that, after 90 attempts, they had
successfully cloned a cat, a male kitty named
Rainbow. The genetically identical cat was named
“CC” for “copy cat” or “cloned cat.” Although the
cats were genetically identical, Rainbow sported a
calico coat while CC, a female, had a gray and
white striped coat; DNA isn’t the only thing that
influences looks. CC turned out to be more playful
and curious than Rainbow and lived with one of the
researchers and his family for over 18 years. So if
you’d like to clone your cat, just fork over $35,000
and see what happens!
Then there’s Simon, a black and white cat who was
a war time hero. He was a fierce rat catcher on the
H.M.S. Amethyst during the Chinese Civil War in
1949. The ship was stranded, with a weak crew, a
dwindling food supply and a massive rat
infestation. Despite being wounded, Simon
dutifully hunted rats and kept spirits high on the
ship. He was considered such a hero that he was the
only feline awarded the PDSA Dickin Medal, an
honor for especially brave wartime animals.
Now, while we – Winnie and Misha – don’t have
any rats to kill, thank goodness, we are
exceptionally skilled at keeping the spirits high in
our household. Our humans tell us that we make
them laugh every day. Lily’s not bad at it either.
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NOTABLE NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

ODE TO CANASTA
Submitted by Barbara Berry
Canasta is great, but here I must note,
There are just a few things that get my goat!
You ponder and ponder and find it quite hard
To remember what’s out and throw a “safe” card.
You pick and pick and it’s plain to see,
You’ll never go down without a “clean three.”
You lose a round and make your excuses,
You would have made it if you picked more deuces.
You’re set for “pairs” and what do you do?
You pick the next card and alas it’s a two!
You pick a large pack and just watch their faces,
They know you’ll get stuck with sevens and aces.
You think you play fast and everyone’s slow,
Til’ you hear them shout “It’s your turn to go!”
They’re down with 180, sakes alive!
You can’t even get down with 125!
You have 6 ½ pairs, that shouldn’t be hard,
But the other team makes it as you’re picking your
card!
Your partner stares and you realize with a groan,
When you went down, you forgot your talon!
You count up the points and tally the score,
You would have won the game with only five points
more!
The game of canasta could be a dream,
Except for these things that make you scream!
When your luck is bad, you say you don’t care.
You’re giving it up to play solitaire!!!
As for me, I feel quite the same,
But I won’t give it up…cause…
I LOVE THIS GAME!!
From the internet

November 6 - John Philip Sousa (1854-1932)
November 6 - Ignace Paderewski (1860-1941)
November 6 - James Naismith (1861-1939)
November 7 - Marie Curie (1867-1934)
November 8 - Margaret Mitchell (1900-1949)
November 8 - Christiaan Barnard (1922-2001)
November 10 - Martin Luther (1483-1546)
November 11 - Fyodor Dostoyevsky (1821-1881)
November 11 - George S. Patton (1885-1945)
November 12 - Auguste Rodin (1840-1917)
November 12 - Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815-1902)
November 13 - Louis Brandeis (1856-1941)
November 13 - Robert Louis Stevenson (18501894)
November 14 -Robert Fulton (1765-1815)
November 14 - Claude Monet (1840-1926)
November 14 - Aaron Copland (1900-1990)
November 15 -Georgia O'Keeffe (1887-1986)
November 18 - Sir William Gilbert (1836-1911)
November 19 - Indira Gandhi (1917-1984)
November 19 - Roy Campanella (1921-1993)
November 20 - Edwin Hubble (1889-1953)
November 20 - Robert F. Kennedy (1925-1968)
November 21 - Voltaire (1694-1778)
November 22 - Charles De Gaulle (1890-1970)
November 22 - Wiley Post (1898-1935)
November 23 - Billy the Kid (1859-1881)
November 24 - Scott Joplin (1868-1917)
November 24 - Dale Carnegie (1888-1955)
November 25 - Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919)
November 25 - Carry Nation (1846-1911)
November 25 - Pope John XXIII (1881-1963)
November 26 - John Harvard (1607-1638)
November 27 - Chaim Weizmann (1874-1952)
November 28 - Friedrich Engels (1820-1895)
November 29 - Louisa May Alcott (1832-1888)
November 29 -Busby Berkeley (1895-1976)
November 30 - Samuel Clemens (1835-1910)
November 30 - Winston Churchill (1874-1965)
November 30 - Abbie Hoffman (1936-1989)
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Wishing our Jewish neighbors a
very happy Hanukkah
November 29, 2021
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The recent flooding that inundated sections of areas
in the northeast tempted me to investigate our
capability of controlling excessive flood damage
caused by hurricanes in South Florida. Let’s begin
with the history of local water management’s
ability to control potential flood waters in our
community.

created. Our county is now within the Lake Worth
Drainage District. This entity is responsible for
closely controlling our retention pond capacity to
avoid community flooding by monitoring safe
levels. The water level is regulated by opening a
weir (control valve) to reduce the pond to a safe non
-flooding level.

Back in the late 1800s and early 1900s, Florida was
one of our nation’s largest frontiers. In the early
1900s, the southern interior of this state was a vast
and foreboding swamp. Efforts to tame the watery
landscape were challenging, and the waterways
were used as highways for the early inhabitants (GL
was not around to build homes back then!).

I hope the above information presents to our
residents, in simple terms, how a very complex
system throughout Florida has successfully
controlled flooding. I hope we never have to
experience the flood damage that occurred recently
in the Northeast. We do have an excellent drainage
system that can be controlled to avoid excessive
flooding!

Florida experienced several very damaging
hurricanes in 1926 and 1928. There were no flood
control programs in place and hundreds of lives
were lost along the Eastern coast near Lake
Okeechobee. As a result of the severe harm, there
was a clear need for damage and flood control to
protect human lives. The first drainage navigation
system began in the 1930s with the use of retention
ponds connected to canals to collect accumulating
rainfall.

Over the years, Dr. Bill Harris, a fellow resident,
has assisted our management on the science and
geology of our water retention pond system and the
topography surrounding the ponds. Thanks, Bill, for
lending your expertise to help our community
manage our flood concerns.

In the 1940s, Florida suffered from seven
hurricanes, with much of the rain saturating South
Florida for over 1,000 miles. This led the Army
Corps of Engineers to build a massive flood control
system which directed rainfall from our landscapes
to our backyard retention ponds (known to us as
lakes), to canals, and finally pumped from the
canals into the Atlantic Ocean.
In 1949, further improvements were instituted, and
the South Florida Flood Control District was
Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News
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FINE FEATHERED FRIENDS
By Elaine Jay
Florida Burrowing
Owl: The first time that
I saw this Florida bird
was right here in our
community as I was
headed toward our El
Clair exit. Standing on
the grass verge, at
Grand Harbour Circle
and Cocowood Court,
were two small birds whose shape and eyes were
quite distinctive. I later did some research and
discovered that a family of burrowing owls had
made its home in Majestic Isles.
Our diminutive Florida burrowing owl has a
rounded head (without ear tufts), yellow eyes and a
white throat band. It has a bulky brown-and-whitespotted body, long legs and a short tail. Standing
nine inches tall, the height of a robin, it weighs five
ounces and has a 21-inch wingspan.
Because these birds live underground, they prefer to
create their homes in flat fields or treeless habitats
in order to better be able to spot predators. In
Florida, the owls usually dig their own burrows.
But some take over abandoned gopher tortoise
burrows or find man-made objects, like PVC pipe,
that provide protection.
When the owls make homes on more developed
land, they may seek fences and other somewhat
elevated structures in order to be able to watch their
burrow and defend their home. I understand from
one longtime resident that when the Majestic Isles
owls’ burrow was approached by curious passersby, one of the adult owls would swoop down and
chase people away.
Burrowing owls are unique among owls in general.
Most owls hunt only at night, but our Florida owl
can also be seen hunting during the day in breeding
season. It will sweep down from a perch, hover
over fields or tilt its head and run along the ground
to clutch its prey in its talons. It may also catch
flying insects in the air. The owl’s diet includes
everything from grasshoppers and beetles to lizards
and mice. Insects make up the majority of food
items usually caught by the females during the day.
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At night, it’s the males that hunt for larger prey. By
the way, burrowing owls are hoarders! They guard
against lean times or a slow hunting day or the
hatching of hungry chicks by filling their burrows
with food.
Owls really love food. During mating season, male
owls lure females by presenting them with food. In
addition to a romantic meal, the male’s courting
behavior also involves circling overhead or flying
dozens of feet into the air, hovering for a bit and
then rapidly descending. The pairs make sounds,
rub bills together and preen. And once they’ve
become a happy couple, there will usually be four
to eight eggs which are incubated for about a
month. Once hatched, the owlets remain with their
parents for 12 weeks.
And what are the owl homes like? Nest burrows are
6-10 feet long with a mound of dirt at the four to six
-inch-wide entrance. The owls tend to line their
burrow with livestock manure and sometimes
feathers and grass. In fact, these owls decorate the
entrance to the burrow with assorted pieces of trash
such as paper scraps, metal foil, cigarette butts and
bottle caps. It is their version of the flashing “No
Vacancy” sign. To ensure that the burrow remains
secure during nesting season, the male owl stands
guard outside the entrance to the burrow.
By the way, decades ago, sections of the Boca
Raton FAU campus were home to a large
population of burrowing owls. In 1971, the
Audubon Society designated this area as a
burrowing owl sanctuary. Today the size of the
preserved land is a mere fraction of what it had
been. However, in tribute to those avian denizens,
the school adopted the owl as its mascot.
And lest I forget this little bit of trivia, if you should
see several of these pint-sized birds gathered
together, you may correctly refer to them as a
“parliament” or a “wisdom” of owls.
In Florida, there has been a significant loss of
appropriate owl habitat due to development. As a
result of greatly diminished numbers, the burrowing
owl was placed on Florida’s Endangered and
Threatened Species List in 2016. I hope that
conservation efforts will bring about improved
conditions for these adorable birds.
(Continued on Page 23)
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NOVEMBER: REMEMBRANCE AND
GRATITUDE
Submitted by Phyllis Cohen
In Flanders Fields, the poppies grow
Between the crosses row on row
That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow.
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
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Lincoln agreed to create a national thanksgiving
day. It is believed his decision was prompted by his
visit to the bloody battlefields of Gettysburg where
over 60,000 Americans lost their lives. He
proclaimed a national holiday as a means of
bringing healing and faith to a war-ravaged nation.
So, in these days of war and fear, it is even more
appropriate to celebrate the true meaning of these
holidays. We express to all our veterans and their
families our gratitude for their service in keeping
this country free. And may we all enjoy a
Thanksgiving of peace and health.

Take up our quarrel with the foe
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch: be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith, with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
The grim poem above, written by Canadian
Colonel John McCrae as he observed the carnage
of the battle of Ypres, has long been recalled as a
tribute to the fallen of World War I. On November
11, 1918, the guns fell silent all over Europe as the
“Great War,” the war to end all wars, drew to a
close with the signing of an armistice. Armistice
Day became a national holiday observed by
generations who could not anticipate a century of
even more fierce and atrocious wars to follow. Red
paper poppies appeared every Armistice Day.
But decades of war prompted the change in name
to Veterans’ Day as a way of honoring veterans of
all wars. This change was made on June 1, 1954,
and though an attempt was made to change the
observance to a Monday to create another threeday weekend event during the 1960s, it was
returned to November 11, the traditional day, in
1978.
It is interesting to note that Thanksgiving,
celebrated this year on November 25, also became
a national holiday as a result of war. Though the
holiday had been celebrated since Pilgrim times,
there was no national observance. For over 30
years, Mrs. Sarah Joseph Hale, editor of Godey’s
“Lady’s Book,” a popular women’s magazine, had
petitioned every president in office, until President
Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News
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Owls (Continued from Page 19)
THIS ARTICLE WOULDN’T
WITHOUT OWL JOKES

BE

COMPLETE

Hope you find these jokes a real hoot!
1. What do you call an owl that always wins
Jeopardy?
2. What branch of math do owls prefer?
3. What do you call an owl that does excellent
magic tricks?
4. What do you call an owl just caught in the act?
5. What do you get when you cross an owl and
an oyster?
6. What type of books do owls like to read?
7. What do you call an owl who’s a great boxer?
8. What do you call an owl dressed in armor?
9. Why are owls found at the gym?
10. What do you call a baby owl swimming?
11. Where are criminal owls sent for punishment?
12. Why don’t owls study for tests?
13. What’s an owlet’s favorite book?
14. What’s the most common form of owl-on-owl
attack?

Answers:
1. A know-it-owl.
2. Owlgebra.
3. Hoo-dini.
4. A spotted owl.
5. Pearls of wisdom.
6. Hoo-dunnits.
7. Muhammad Owlee.
8. A knight owl.
9. Because they are stare masters.
10. A moist-owlet.
11. Owlcatraz.
12. They prefer to wing it.
13. Horton Hears a Hoot.
14. Fly by hooting.
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THE SUPERIOR SEX
By Steve Karten
Many years ago, when I was a
teen, my mother and I would
habitually stay up late to watch
“The Tonight Show” hosted by
Jack Paar. I’m a “night owl,”
and always have been, as was
she.
Since my mother also
owned a business and was a workaholic, we didn’t
see much of each other. So these late night
soirées were a chance for us to connect under
pleasant circumstances.
It was amongst the unusual, interesting and
entertaining guests on this program that I was first
introduced to the anthropologist, Ashley Montagu.
I was spellbound by this gentleman and it was the
first time that I had ever heard the philosophy he
expounded. He both believed and proposed that
women were the superior sex. He had recently
published a magazine piece on this theory, which
eventually became a book. Wikipedia describes it
as follows: “Originally produced as a magazine
article, The Natural Superiority of Women,
published in 1952, was one of the major
documents of second wave feminism and the only
one written by a man. Using his background as a
physical anthropologist, Montagu points to the
biological advantages that the women of the
human species have for long term survival.”
At first, I was gob smacked!
However, after
hearing him speak, and giving it a great deal of
thought, I found that what he said seemed logical,
and I soon found that I was a believer. This germ
of this idea stayed with me and grew for the
duration of my life.
Occasionally, I peek at the obituary column (I’m
told that sometimes old people do this) in the
“New York Times,” especially during the
pandemic. A few weeks ago, I came across an
obituary that grabbed my attention.
I had no connection with this woman whatsoever,
and I really had no reason at all to stop and read
her obituary…yet, out of pure curiosity, I did. She
was highly educated, and extremely prominent
and successful in the world of high finance, along
with being a wife and mother of three children.
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For some reason, the obit piqued my interest. I
started to think of the many times in my life,
especially during my years as a journalist, that I had
encountered women very much like her…strong,
vibrant, well educated, successful, wives and
mothers all at once.
Also, having had the experience of being in labor
rooms with my first wife, and reading more about
this philosophy, I had come to believe that if men
were able to conceive children, they wouldn’t be
able to bear childbirth.
All of the foregoing brought up the idea of writing
an article on the subject of female biological
superiority. However, before I wrote the piece I
discussed the idea with my wife, the editor of this
publication, and a very passionate feminist. We
discussed the idea and agreed that it could be a very
interesting subject but would need careful wording
to avoid causing offense.
I started my initial research, wanting to see who else
espoused to this philosophy. What I found was, to
say the least, rather diverse and thought provoking. I
did find some famous people, and some
heavyweights in academia, who agreed with
Montagu’s premise.
First there was President Barak Obama. “Obama:
Most of World’s Problems Caused by ‘Old Men,’
Women Are Superior Leaders.” “I’m absolutely
confident… if every nation on earth was run by
women, you would see a significant improvement,”
the former president said. There are a few familiar
people who also subscribe to this theory. For
instance, the actor Jake Gyllenhaal, and William
Golding, author of “Lord of the Flies” who said: “I
think women are foolish to pretend they are equal to
men. They are far superior and always have been.
Whatever you give a woman, she will make greater.
If you give her sperm, she will give you a baby. If
you give her a house, she will give you a home. If
you give her groceries, she will give you a meal. If
you give her a smile, she will give you her heart.
She multiplies and enlarges whatever is given to
her. So if you give her any crap, be ready to receive
a ton of shit!”
In the academic world, there is Dr. Sharon Moalem,
M.D., PhD. He is a Canadian-American physician,
(Continued on Page 25)
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Superior Sex (Continued from Page 24)
scientist, and bestselling author. Dr. Moalem is an
expert in the fields of rare diseases, sex
differentiation, neurogenetics, and biotechnology,
and has been described as a polymath.* He is the
author of several “New York Times” bestselling
books, including “The Better Half: The Genetic
Superiority of Women.”
Then there is Dr. Melvin Konner, M.D., PhD. He is
a distinguished Professor of Anthropology,
Neuroscience and Behavioral Biology at Emory
University, and author of the book, “Women After
All.” He is quoted in a piece in the “Washington
Post” on April 17, 2015:
“After thousands of years of systemic oppression,
are things finally looking up for the female of the
species? Biological anthropologist Melvin Konner
thinks so, and he’s got data on everything from
water skaters to bonobos (pygmy chimpanzees) to
prove it. After surveying recent research from
doctors, anthropologists, primatologists and social
scientists, he concludes that the human future is
female, and that’s a good thing for us all. As women
gain in influence, all else being equal, the world will
become
more
democratic,
more
socially
compassionate, more equal, less discriminatory, less
sexually casual, and less pornographic.” Human
females in the present may need a little more
convincing about the likelihood of that happy
outcome.
I could go on and on, boring you with further
documentation of proponents of this theory. Suffice
to say, it remains to be proven. Perhaps it never will
be. But, should predictions such as Dr. Konner’s
(and others) come to fruition, the truth will set us
free.
*According to Wikipedia, “A polymath is an
individual whose knowledge spans a substantial
number of subjects, known to draw on complex
bodies of knowledge to solve specific problems.”
Some famous polymaths include Nikola Tesla,
Leonardo DaVinci, Aristotle, Jean Cocteau, Goethe,
Michelangelo, Helen Keller, Buckminster Fuller
and Benjamin Franklin.
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VOCABULARY QUIZ
Submitted by Alene Kristal
(From Merriam-Webster)
In this era of seemingly endless self-quarantining,
it’s more important than ever to keep your brain
active. A few of these words were new to me, and
quite challenging! See if you can find the best
synonyms below.
1.

Obtuse
a) threatening
c) valuable
2. Heinous
a) undesirable
c) talented
3. Gormandize
a) shop
c) overeat
4. Perdition
a) lie
c) harm
5. Pedantic
a) unimaginative
c) terse
6. Propitiate
a) begin
c) appease
7. Burgeoning
a) daring
c) blazing
8. Capitulate
a) disturb
c) include
9. Amend
a) correct
c) preserve
10. Pedagogy
a) passion
c) suffering

b) insensitive
d) determined
b) uncertain
d) evil
b) sleep
d) allow
b) damnation
d) disagreement
b) smart
d) related
b) practice
d) follow
b) growing
d) aching
b) reduce
d) surrender
b) evaluate
d) create
b) photography
d) education

(See Answers on Page 34 )
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NOVEMBER IN HISTORY
Submitted by Lois Kaish
November 1, 1848 - The first medical school for
women opened in Boston.
November 1, 1995 - The first all-race local
government elections took place in South Africa,
marking the end of the apartheid system.

November 2021

November 8, 1942 - Operation Torch, the Allied
landings in North Africa, began.
November 9-10, 1938 - Kristallnacht (the night of
broken glass) occurred in Germany as Nazi mobs
burned synagogues and vandalized Jewish shops
and homes.

November 3, 1957 - Soviet Russia launched the
world's first inhabited space capsule, Sputnik II.

November 9, 1989 - The Berlin Wall was torn down
after standing for 28 years as a symbol of the Cold
War.

November 4, 1922 - King Tut's tomb was
discovered at Luxor, Egypt.

November 10, 1775 - The U.S. Marine Corps was
established as part of the U.S. Navy.

November 4, 1862 - Richard Gatling patented his
first rapid-fire machine-gun.

November 11, 1918 - The Armistice between the
Allied and Central Powers was signed, silencing the
guns of World War I.

November 4, 1979 - About 500 young Iranian
militants stormed the U.S. Embassy in Teheran,
Iran, and took 90 hostages, including 52 Americans
who they held captive for 444 days.

November 11, 1938 - Irving Berlin's God Bless
America was first performed.

November 5, 1911 - Aviator C.P. Snow completed
the first transcontinental flight across America.
November 6, 1860 - Abraham Lincoln was elected
as the 16th U.S. President and the first Republican.
November 6, 1962 - The U.N. General Assembly
adopted a resolution condemning South Africa for
its apartheid policies and recommended economic
sanctions.

November 11, 1973 - Egypt and Israel signed a
cease-fire agreement sponsored by the U.S.
November 13, 1927 - The Holland Tunnel was
opened to traffic.
November 13, 1956 - The U.S. Supreme Court ruled
that racial segregation on public buses was
unconstitutional.
November 14, 1666 - The first experimental blood
transfusion took place in Britain, utilizing two dogs.

November 7, 1885 - Canada's first transcontinental
railway, was completed.

November 15, 1777 – The Articles of Confederation
were adopted by the Continental Congress.

November 7, 1917 - Russian Bolsheviks overthrew
the provisional government of Alexander Kerensky
in Petrograd.

November 15, 1881 - The Federation of Organized
Trades and Labor Unions of the United States and
Canada was formed. Five years later the
organization was renamed the American Federation
of Labor (AFL).

November 7, 1944 - President Franklin D.
Roosevelt was elected to an unprecedented fourth
term.
November 7, 1967 - Carl Stokes became the first
African American mayor in the U.S., elected mayor
of Cleveland, Ohio.
November 8, 1519 - Cortes conquered Mexico.
November 8, 1895 - X-rays (electromagnetic rays)
were discovered by Wilhelm Roentgen at the
University of Wuerzburg in Germany.
November 8, 1923 – Hitler’s Beer Hall Putsch took
place in Munich.

November 17, 1558 - Queen Elizabeth I ascended
the throne of England at the age of 25.
November 17, 1800 - The U.S. Congress met for the
first time in the new capital at Washington, D.C.
President John Adams then became the first
occupant of the Executive Mansion, later renamed
the White House.
November 17, 1869- The Suez Canal was formally
opened after more than 10 years of construction.
(Continued on Page 29)
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Nov. History (Continued from Page 26)
November 17, 1993 - NAFTA, the North American
Free Trade Agreement was approved by the U.S.
House of Representatives.
November 18, 1883 - A Connecticut school teacher,
Charles F. Dowd, proposed a uniform time zone
plan for the U.S. consisting of four zones.
November 19, 1493 - Puerto Rico was discovered
by Columbus during his second voyage to the New
World.
November
19,
1863 President Abraham
Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address.
November 19, 1868 - New Jersey suffragists
attempted to vote in the presidential election to test
the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
November 19, 1978 - The biggest mass suicide in
history occurred as Reverend Jim Jones led over
900 followers to their deaths at Jonestown, Guyana.
November 19-20, 1990 - The Cold War came to an
end.
November 19, 1998 - The U.S. House of
Representatives began an impeachment inquiry of
President Bill Clinton.
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November 24, 1859 - Charles Darwin's book “On
the Origin of Species by Means of Natural
Selection” was first published.
November 26, 1789 - The first American holiday
was celebrated, proclaimed by President George
Washington to be Thanksgiving Day.
November 28, 1919 - Lady Nancy Astor was elected
as the first female to the British House of
Commons.
November 28, 1943 – The Teheran Conference
began, attended by President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and
Soviet Premier Josef Stalin, resulting in D-Day, the
seaborne invasion of Normandy in northern France
on June 6, 1944.
November 29, 1947 - Palestine was partitioned into
Jewish and Arab land by the U.N. General
Assembly, resulting in the establishment of the
Jewish state of Israel the following year.
November 30, 1782 - A provisional peace treaty
was signed between Great Britain and the United
States heralding the end of America's War of
Independence.

November 20, 1945 - The Nuremberg War Crime
Trials began.
November 20, 1962 - The Cuban Missile Crisis
concluded.
November 21, 1783 - The first free balloon flight
took place in Paris.
November 22, 1497 - Portuguese navigator Vasco
Da Gama became the first to sail around the Cape of
Good Hope, searching for a sea route to India.
November 22, 1935 - Trans-Pacific airmail service
began
November 22, 1963 - At 12:30 p.m., on Elm Street
in downtown Dallas, as President John F. Kennedy's
motorcade approached an underpass, the President
was shot in the back, then in the head. At 1 p.m.,
John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 35th President of the
United States, was pronounced dead. Lyndon B.
Johnson was sworn in as the 36th President.
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AGING POSITIVELY
Submitted by Edie Ballan
When a friend asked what I thought about aging,
this was my answer:
I can hit the golf ball and laugh if it goes in the
lake. That’s the breaks. I’m just happy I can still hit
that golf ball.
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has set me free. I like the person I have become. I
am not going to live forever, but while I am still
here, I will not waste time lamenting what could
have been or worrying about what will be. And I
shall eat dessert every single day (if I feel like it).
From the Internet

As I’ve aged, I’ve become kinder to myself and less
critical of myself. I’ve become my own friend.
I have seen too many dear friends leave this world
too soon, before they understood the great freedom
that comes with aging.
Whose business is it if I choose to read, or play on
the computer until 4:00 a.m, or sleep until noon? I
will dance with myself to those wonderful tunes of
the 50s, 60s and 70s and if I, at the same time, wish
to weep over a lost love, I will.
I will walk the beach in a swimsuit that is stretched
over a bulging body and will dive into the waves
with abandon if I choose to, despite the pitying
glances from the jet set. They, too, will get old.
I know I am sometimes forgetful. But there again,
some of life is just as well forgotten. And I
eventually remember the important things.
Sure, over the years, my heart has been broken.
How can your heart not break when you lose a
loved one, or when a child suffers, or even when
somebody’s beloved pet passes? But broken hearts
are what give us strength and understanding and
compassion. A heart never broken is pristine and
sterile and will never know the joy of being
imperfect.
I am so blessed to have lived long enough to have
my hair turning gray and to have my youthful
laughs be forever etched into deep grooves on my
face.
So many have never laughed and so many have
died before their hair could turn silver.
As you get older, it is easier to be positive. You
care less about what other people think. I don’t
question myself anymore. I’ve even earned the right
to be wrong.

Who remembers
these jingles?














“My bologna has a first name”
“I don’t want to grow up”
“Gimme a break, gimme a break”
“The best part of waking up”
“Sometimes you feel like a nut”
“I’d like to teach the world to
sing.”
“Reach out and touch someone”
“If you dare wear short shorts”
“They’re magically delicious”
“Meow, Meow, Meow, Meow”
“Plop. Plop, fizz, fizz, oh what a
relief it is”
“So kiss a little longer, hold hands
a little longer”

Who actually sang
them aloud?

So, in case you were wondering, I like being old. It
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NEWS AND VIEWS
By Claire Deveney

By Bobbie Rosenfeld

Allan Topolosky will lead a
discussion at the next Book
Talks meeting on “Only Time
Will Tell” by Jeffrey Archer on
Wednesday, November 17 at 2
p.m.
in
the
clubhouse.

It’s been an interesting month,
with holidays and COVID
cancellations which cut deeply
into our meeting times. It feels
like COVID issues will remain
with us indefinitely. We have
also spent the last several
weeks discussing the logistics of running
meetings in our clubhouse, as opposed to going
back on Zoom. With the need to reset our goals
and purpose for our meetings, there has been
scant time to cover issues of concern in the
world.

This introductory novel in Archer's engrossing
seven volume historical fiction series, “The Clifton
Chronicles,” includes a cast of colorful characters
and takes us from the ravages of the Great War to
the outbreak of the Second World War. Harry
Clifton must decide whether to take up a coveted
place at Oxford or join the navy and go to war with
Hitler's Germany. From the docks of working-class
England to the bustling streets of 1940s New York
City, “Only Time Will Tell” takes readers on a
journey through to future volumes, which will
bring to life one hundred years of recent history to
reveal a family story that neither the reader nor
Harry Clifton himself could ever have imagined.
Next month’s Book Talks meeting is Wednesday,
December 15 at 2 p.m. in the clubhouse ballroom.
The book selection will be decided at the October
meeting and will be sent to all 33 Book Talk
members via email. Among the books under
consideration are: “The Last Thing He Told Me”
by Laura Dave, “The President’s Daughter: A
Thriller” by Bill Clinton and James Patterson and
“Golden Girl” by Elin Hilderbrand, among others.
Majestic Isles Book Talks regularly meets the third
Wednesday of each month at 2 p.m. in the
clubhouse, October through June. An email notice
of the November meeting will be sent to Book
Talks members as well as a reminder one day
before the meeting. To add your name and email
address
to
the
list,
please
email
cdeveney@comcast.net. Contacts for Book Talks
are Claire Deveney, 561-504-3842, and Allan
Topolosky, 301-335-2288.

What we’re finding is that some people seem
reluctant to voice their views and are quicker to
take offense if their point of view does not
receive complete acclaim from the group. Our
small community seems to be as divided as our
country as a whole. Diversity should be exciting
to us, but….
The news we did discuss this past month was
the flooding in the northeast caused by
Hurricane Ida, the Afghan withdrawal, with all
its challenging circumstances, and the notion of
a Black National Anthem, an idea that was
rejected by all as being divisive. We also
considered the new budget being proposed for
our community. There was also discussion
about the decline in our postal service, late
deliveries, and the fact that the Postmaster
General is intentionally slowing down service.
We took note that the election law has changed
so that you are required to re-register for voteby-mail privileges. Lastly, we agreed to discuss
immigration at our next meeting.
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ATTENTION RESIDENTS!
By Steve Levine

By Marshall Deutsch

There is a very good chance that even though you
are a resident of Majestic Isles, you’re not aware of
the community’s longstanding interaction every
Monday afternoon from 3-4:30 p.m. called News
and Views.

THE TENNIS GROUP continues to
seek new players. We play “doubles
tennis” three times a week, every
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at
9:30 a.m. For more information, call
Marshall Deutsch at (561) 736-3135.
Come on out!!

The participants pick the issues they’d like to
address that afternoon, and then our word warriors
make their opinions known. The interaction that
ensues is informative and sometimes even
laughable. If there are 15 people, there are
generally 16 points of view! All are invited to use
their brains as well as their mouths (with civility).
We’d love to have you join us. If you have any
questions, please call our club facilitator Irene
Solomon at 561-736-3954. Be part of the fun and
diversion of a relaxing Monday afternoon. We
would love to have you join us.

If strumming a ukulele and singing
some tunes sounds like a good time
to you, then you are invited to attend
an informal ukulele “jam” session
held bi-weekly at the Sterling Village
Clubhouse. Ukuleles are available to
use on site if you do not have one. All
are welcome, including
beginners. There is no cost to
participate.
Call Joan Johnson for more
information.
561-839-8887

ANSWERS TO VOCABULARY QUIZ
NO, I CAN’T DO
SNAPCHAT OR TIKTOK.
BUT I CAN WRITE IN
CURSIVE, DO MATH
WITHOUT A
CALCULATOR AND TELL
TIME ON A CLOCK
WITH HANDS
From the Internet

(From Page 25 )
1. Obtuse:
(b) insensitive
2. Heinous:

(d) evil

3. Gormandize:

(c) overeat

4. Perdition:

(b) damnation

5. Pedantic:

(a) unimaginative

6. Propitiate:

(c) appease

7. Burgeoning:

(b) growing

8. Capitulate:

(d) surrender

9. Amend:

(a) correct

10. Pedagogy:

(d) education
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